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NO PROPHET IS WELCOME
IN HIS HOMETOWN

Luke 4:14-30

NO PROPHET IS WELCOME IN HIS HOMETOWN

“14 And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news
about Him spread through all the surrounding district. 1> And
He began teaching in their synagogues and was praised by all.

16 And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as
was His custom, He entered the synagogue on the Sabbath,
and stood up to read. ¥ And the book of the prophet Isaiah was
handed to Him. And He opened the book and found the place where
it was written,

18 “THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON MIE,
BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR.
HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES,
AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND,
TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED,
19 To PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE LORD.

(Luke 4:14-19)
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NO PROPHET IS WELCOME IN HIS HOMETOWN

“20 And He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant and sat
down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him.

21 And He began to say to them, ‘Today this Scripture has been
fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 And all were speaking well of Him, and
wondering at the gracious words which were falling from His lips;

and they were saying, ‘Is this not Joseph’s son?’

23 And He said to them, ‘No doubt you will quote this proverb to Me,
“Physician, heal yourself! Whatever we heard was done at
Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.” 24 And He said, ‘Truly
I say to you, no prophet is welcome in his hometown.””

(Luke 4:20-24)

NO PROPHET IS WELCOME IN HIS HOMETOWN

“25 But | say to you in truth, there were many widows in Israel in the
days of Elijah, when the sky was shut up for three years and six
months, when a great famine came over all the land;

26 gnd yet Elijah was sent to none of them, but only to Zarephath, in
the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow.

27 And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha the
prophet; and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the
Syrian.”

28 And all the people in the synagogue were filled with rage as they
heard these things; 2° and they got up and drove Him out of the city,
and led Him to the brow of the hill on which their city had been built,

in order to throw Him down the cliff. 3° But passing through their
midst, He went His way.”

(Luke 4:25-30)

ELIJAH AND THE WIDOW

“I Now Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the settlers of Gilead, said to
Ahab, “As the Lorp, the God of Israel lives, before whom | stand,
surely there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my
word.” 2 The word of the LorD came to him, saying, 3 “Go away from
here and turn eastward, and hide yourself by the brook Cherith,
which is east of the Jordan. 4 It shall be that you will drink of the
brook, and | have commanded the ravens to provide for you there.”

550 he went and did according to the word of the Loro, for he went
and lived by the brook Cherith, which is east of the Jordan. ¢ The
ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning and bread and
meat in the evening, and he would drink from the brook. 7 It
happened after a while that the brook dried up, because there was
no rain in the land.” (1 Kings 17:1-7)

ELIJAH AND THE WIDOW

“8 Then the word of the LorD came to him, saying, ° “Arise, go
to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and stay there; behold, | have
commanded a widow there to provide for you.” 29 So he arose and
went to Zarephath, and when he came to the gate of the city, behold,
a widow was there gathering sticks; and he called to her and said,
“Please get me a little water in a jar, that | may drink.”

11 As she was going to get it, he called to her and said, “Please bring
me a piece of bread in your hand.” *2 But she said, “As the LORD your
God lives, I have no bread, only a handful of flour in the bowl and a
little oil in the jar; and behold, | am gathering a few sticks that | may
go in and prepare for me and my son, that we may eat it and die.”
(1 Kings 17:8-12)
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ELIJAH AND THE WIDOW

“13 Then Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go, do as you have said, but
make me a little bread cake from it first and bring it out to me, and
afterward you may make one for yourself and for your son.

14 For thus says the Lorp God of Israel, ‘The bowl of flour shall not be
exhausted, nor shall the jar of oil be empty, until the day that
the LorD sends rain on the face of the earth.”

15 S0 she went and did according to the word of Elijah, and she and he
and her household ate for many days.

16 The bow! of flour was not exhausted nor did the jar of oil become
empty, according to the word of the Lorp which He spoke through
Elijah.”

(1 Kings 17:13-16)

ELIJAH AND THE WIDOW

“17 Now it came about after these things that the son of the woman,
the mistress of the house, became sick; and his sickness was so
severe that there was no breath left in him.

18 So she said to Elijah, “What do | have to do with you, O man of
God? You have come to me to bring my iniquity to remembrance and
to put my son to death!” 1° He said to her, “Give me your son.” Then
he took him from her bosom and carried him up to the upper room
where he was living, and laid him on his own bed.

20 He called to the Lorp and said, “O Lorb my God, have You also
brought calamity to the widow with whom | am staying, by causing
her son to die?”

(1 Kings 17:17-20)

ELIJAH AND THE WIDOW

“21Then he stretched himself upon the child three times, and called to
the LorD and said, “O LorD my God, | pray You, let this child’s life
return to him.”

22 The Lorp heard the voice of Elijah, and the life of the child
returned to him and he revived.

23 Elijah took the child and brought him down from the upper room
into the house and gave him to his mother; and Elijah said, “See, your
son is alive.”

24Then the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know that you are a man of
God and that the word of the LORD in your mouth is truth.”
(1 Kings 17:21-24)

ELISHA AND NAAMAN THE SYRIAN

“Now Naaman, captain of the army of the king of Aram, was a great
man with his master, and highly respected, because by him
the LorD had given victory to Aram. The man was also a valiant
warrior, but he was a leper.

2 Now the Arameans had gone out in bands and had taken captive a
little girl from the land of Israel; and she waited on Naaman’s
wife. 3 She said to her mistress, “l wish that my master were with the
prophet who is in Samaria! Then he would cure him of his leprosy.”

4 Naaman went in and told his master, saying, “Thus and thus spoke
the girl who is from the land of Israel.” > Then the king of Aram said,
“Go now, and | will send a letter to the king of Israel.” He departed
and took with him ten talents of silver and six thousand shekels of
gold and ten changes of clothes.”

(2 Kings 5:1-5)

ELISHA AND NAAMAN THE SYRIAN

“6 He brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, “And now as this
letter comes to you, behold, | have sent Naaman my servant to you,
that you may cure him of his leprosy.”

7 When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said,

“Am | God, to kill and to make alive, that this man is sending word to

me to cure a man of his leprosy? But consider now, and see how he is
seeking a quarrel against me.”

8|t happened when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of
Israel had torn his clothes, that he sent word to the king, saying,
“Why have you torn your clothes? Now let him come to me, and he
shall know that there is a prophet in Israel.”

9So Naaman came with his horses and his chariots and stood at the
doorway of the house of Elisha. 19 Elisha sent a messenger to him,
saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh will
be restored to you and you will be clean.” (2 Kings 5:6-10)

ELISHA AND NAAMAN THE SYRIAN

“11 Byt Naaman was furious and went away and said, “Behold,
| thought, ‘He will surely come out to me and stand and call on the
name of the Lorp his God, and wave his hand over the place and cure
the leper.”

12 Are not Abanah and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than
all the waters of Israel? Could | not wash in them and be clean?” So
he turned and went away in a rage.

13 Then his servants came near and spoke to him and said, “My father,
had the prophet told you to do some great thing, would you not have
done it? How much more then, when he says to you, ‘Wash, and be
clean’?”

1450 he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan,
according to the word of the man of God; and his flesh was restored
like the flesh of a little child and he was clean.”

(2 Kings 5:11-14)
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WHAT MADE THE PEOPLE OF NAZARETH ANGRY?

Jesus pointed out God’s mercy on the Gentiles who
believed in Him because of the miracles performed
by His prophets. The Jews hated the Gentiles.

The people of His hometown refused to believe, in
spite of His miracles.

Jesus condemned those cities who would not
believe and repent.

THE APOSTLES WERE ALSO REJECTED

“These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing them: “Do
not go in the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter any city of

the Samaritans; © but rather go to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel. 7 And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at

hand.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out

demons. Freely you received, freely give. ® Do not acquire gold, or
silver, or copper for your money belts, 1° or a bag for your journey, or

even two coats, or sandals, or a staff; for the worker is worthy of

his support.

11 And whatever city or village you enter, inquire who is worthy in it,
and stay at his house until you leave that city. 12 As you enter
the house, give it your greeting. 13 If the house is worthy, give it
your blessing of peace. But if it is not worthy, take back your blessing
of peace. ¥ Whoever does not receive you, nor heed your words, as
you go out of that house or that city, shake the dust off your
feet. 15 Truly I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land
of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city.”
(Matthew 10:5-15)

THE SEVENTY WERE ALSO REJECTED

“> Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace be to this house.’ ¢ If a man of
peace is there, your peace will rest on him; but if not, it will return to
Iyou. 7 Stay in that house, eating and drinking what they give you; for the
aborer is worthy of his wages. Do not keep moving from house to house.

& Whatever city you enter and they receive you, eat what is set before
you; ? and heal those in it who are sick, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of
God has come near to you.’ ° But whatever city you enter and they do not

receive you, go out into its streets and say, 1! “Even the dust of your city
which clings to our feet we wipe off in protest against you; yet be sure of
this, that the kingdom of God has come near.’ 2 [ say to you, it will be more
tolerable in that day for Sodom than for that city.
13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles had

been performed in Tyre and Sidon which occurred in

e and you, they would have
repented long ago, srttlr(;g in sackcloth and ashes.
tolerable jgor Tyre and S|

But it will be more
idon in the judgment than for you. ** And
you, Capernaum, will not be exalted to heaven, will you? You will be brought
down to Hades!
16 “The one who listens to you listens to Me, and the one who rejects you
rejects Me; and he who rejects Me rejects the One who sent Me.”

(Luke 10:5-16)

JESUS WAS ULTIMATELY REJECTED

“Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a
man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders
and signs which God performed through Him in your midst,
just as you yourselves know — 23 this Man, delivered over by
the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you
nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and
put Him to death. 2% But God raised Him up again, putting
an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for
Him to be held in its power.” (Acts 2:22-24)

JESUS WAS RAISED AND EXALTED

“32 This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses.

33 Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and havin
received ,{rom the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured afqorth
this which you both see and hear. 34 For it was not David who ascended
into heaven, but he himself says:

“THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, “SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, 3% UNTIL | MAKE YOUR ENEMIES
A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET.”’

36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made
Him both Lord and Christ — this Jesus whom you crucified.”

37 Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to
Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do?”

38 peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the g;ft ohf
the Holy Spirit. 3° For the promise’is foy/ou anoll/our children and ,for all who
are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call to Himself.”

40 And with many other words he solemnly testified and kePt on exhorting
them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation!” 4! So then, those

who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added

about three thousand souls. *2 They were continually devoting themselves to
the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking ofg bread and to

prayer.” (Acts 2:32-42)

HOW TO OBEY THE GOSPEL

Hear the word of God (2 Thessalonians 2:14-15; James 1:21)

Believe the gospel message (Hebrews 11:6; John 8:24)

Repent of sins (Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30-31)

Confess Jesus Christ (Romans 10:10; Matthew 10:32-33)

Be Baptized (Galatians 3:26-27; Romans 6:3-4; Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38)

Remain Obedient (Matthew 7:21; Revelation 2:10; Hebrews 3:12)
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